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FROM THE RECTOR   

 
The other day when I was at our diocesan convention, I overheard a group of teenagers 
talking about the church.  Walking in front of them for about two blocks, I was able to hear 
quite a bit of their conversation and I am grateful that I did.  The conversation went  
something like this: 
 

Older female voice:  !You know, I love what the youth are doing here this weekend.  I 
mean, I really feel like we are actually doing what Jesus wants us to be doing." 
 

Younger female voice :  !Yep, it#s too bad the churches just don#t get it.  They seem so 
protective of their own turf." 
 

Loud male voice:  !I think Jesus said something about that turfism stuff.  The problem is 
Jesus gets a lot of lip service, but not a lot of play these days.  I mean, would he really say 
to someone, $God, my Father, created you in a certain way, but in order to follow me, you 
must be something different.#  I mean, God did create us, didn#t He?  Isn#t that what we are 
told to believe, that God created ALL of us?" 
 

First female voice:  !The whole world does make sense with God creating, but then it 
also makes sense that we should not despise or be angry with WHAT and HOW God  
created.  Look at the Samaritans, God made them and Jesus loved reminding the religious 
leaders of this.  He loved raising the Samaritans, the tax collectors and those particular 
types of women up to them as people God also loved.  It seems pretty clear to me." 
 

New male voice:  !Well, all I know is I#m not going back to church, because church people 
love to fight with each other over everything." 
 

Older female:  !I don#t know.  This weekend hasn#t been anything like that.  I#ve seen no 
such fighting and bullying or whining and playing the victim from the youth, just the adults." 
 

New female voice:  !Yes, everything has been about serving and loving others, taking 
chances, being strong in our faith and trying to all work together.  This weekend has been 
about following Jesus, and being excited and hopeful in doing so." 
 

Loud male voice:  !That#s it.  I love and want to follow Jesus.  He was and, I guess still is 
really something special and he really does fascinate me, but I don#t like the church.   
Nevertheless, with all of this, there is still something in me that would like to work in the 
church.  I wouldn#t want to be a priest, though.  No, I would want to be freer to be more like 
Jesus.  My priest has to be more like a manager and a referee.  But, perhaps that could 
change.  Perhaps the church could become more like what Jesus envisions.  His idea of 
Church is here this weekend.  If it can be here, why can#t it be back in our home churches? 
 

As I turned the corner, feeling a tad guilty for listening in, I thought it would be an important 
thing to share their thoughts and conversation with each one of you.  I hope you find it 
challenging, but also hopeful and exciting.  It is a true gift to listen to the next generation of 
the church% 
 

I hope everyone enjoys the holidays as we prepare our hearts for the Christ child.  Thank 
you to Nancy Jane and all the others who contributed to this newsletter.   
 

Gene McDowell 
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EVERY MEMBER CANVASS 
 

The 2010 Every Member Canvass is off to a good 
start!  We"re glad we got an early start by kicking 
off the campaign in late summer to encompass the 
#every$ aspect of the EMC.  We really appreciate 
the time and talents of committee members. 
 

So far there have been approximately 130  
responses.  Some of these are first-time pledges, 
which is very encouraging.   
 

Last year we had 186 pledge and gift participants. 
We need to remind the parish of the responsibility 
we have as members of St. Paul"s, not only to think 
ahead, but to follow through with our current  
commitments and pledges.  Being able to plan 
ahead helps us to have financial stability in a way 
that Sunday plate offerings cannot match.  
        

          Eric Goddard, Chair 

 
 

PRAYING 
 

 It doesn!t have to be 
 the blue iris, it could be 
 weeds in a vacant lot, or a few 
 small stones; just 
 pay attention, then patch 
 
 a few words together and don!t try 
 to make them elaborate, this isn!t 
 a contest but the doorway 
 
 into thanks, and a silence in which 
 another voice may speak. 

 

        Mary Oliver 

FROM THE WARDENS 
 

We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving surrounded 
by family and friends! 
 

650 participants celebrated the 225th anniversary of the 
Diocese of Massachusetts at the Diocesan Convention 
on November 6-7.  Betsy attended it, along with  
Beverly Hall, Ian Williams and Gene McDowell.  It was 
held at Trinity Church in Boston.  
 

We were thrilled when Bishop Shaw lifted up St. Paul"s 
new youth program in his opening speech!  The Friday 
session ended with a powerful evening prayer service. 
 

On Friday night we were walking back to our hotel 
when fire trucks raced past and Betsy jokingly said to 
Ian Williams #They"re going to our hotel.$  Well, they 
were going to our hotel.  There was a small fire in the 
basement which was quickly put out.  The best part of 
the fire was that the rooms ended up being free! 
 

While serious issues such as the wrongs of slavery were 
discussed, the convention also provided a place for the 
youth of the diocese to gather in a convivial setting. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, with safe travel 
for all during this joyous season! 
             Betsy and Ken 

Left to Right:  Ian Williams,  
Betsy Brown and the Rev. Dr. Eugene 
McDowell in Boston for the Diocesan 



4 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Don and Gennifer with sons Dominic and Joseph 
 

After the three months, they packed up and moved to Beaufort, SC and #Marshlands,$ an 1814 house with 
massive oak trees draped in Spanish moss, and a dock on the Beaufort River.  A real advantage for the family 
moving to the South was that they were now closer to Gennifer"s family.  Don published the Beaufort  
Restaurant Guide, and Dominic and Joseph attended Beaufort Academy.  After nine months, the Costanzo 
family left their very special treasure down south and came back to Nantucket.   
 

Born in Georgia, Gennifer grew up in South Carolina and graduated from Auburn University.  Don grew up in 
New Haven, CT and is a graduate of Quinnipiac University.  They met on Nantucket in 1993 and were married 
on the Italian island of Sardinia in 1995.  They settled on Nantucket where Dominic was born in 1998.   
 

Gennifer had moved here as an intern at the Community Pool and became assistant aquatic director.  She was 
the first director of the Adult Community Day Center and later was employed by Sherburne Commons.   
 

Don has had a career in journalism, both on and off island, for 20 years.  He was editor of The Nantucket  
Beacon, managing editor of the Longboat Observer and Gulf Coast Business Review in Longboat Key, FL. 
When the family returned to Nantucket in 2003 Don began The Nantucket Independent newspaper and served 
as its publisher and editor until last year.  Their second son, Joseph, was born on Nantucket in 2004. 
 

Dominic and Joseph have thoroughly enjoyed a variety of community activities.  Dominic volunteered at the 
Maria Mitchell Aquarium this past summer and in November attended the Diocesan Junior High Retreat in 
New Hampshire.  He has acted in several plays, and he enjoys a variety of sports.  Joseph loves music, playing 
soccer and is an active, imaginative five-year-old at the Nantucket New School.  
 

Don is now Editor of NAREB Publications.   Gennifer is looking forward to working in the field of  
gerontology again.  No matter where their travels may take them, Nantucket and St. Paul"s will always feel 
like home to them.  We at St. Paul"s are so happy that they have returned to their island home.  
 

                              Randy Wight 

The Costanzo family has returned to Nantucket and 
St. Paul"s after being away for a year in Belize and 
Beaufort, South Carolina.  They always had a dream 
of taking a year off to travel with their sons.   
 

On June of 2008, the family packed eight rollaways 
and was off for three months to the natural beauty of  
Belize in Central America, and for 9 months to the 
#Low Country$ of Beaufort, SC.  They chose Belize, 
not only for the beauty, but also because it was  
English speaking, boasted seven prominent cultures 
and was close to fascinating Mayan archeological 
sites.   
 

They lived in a thatched roof hut as the base for their 
explorations.  Their many travels included the  
mountainous Cayo District bordering Guatemala, as 
well as Placencia and Ambergris Caye, where they 
enjoyed some of the best coral reef diving, fishing, 
and snorkeling activities in Central America.  The 
children swam with sharks and Manta rays, learned 
some Spanish, and how to fish and play the drums 
from the natives.   

FAMILY SPOTLIGHT 
The Costanzo Family 
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Don"t miss this year"s Christmas Market on Christmas Stroll weekend!  Newly renovated Gardner Hall will 
become a Christmas wonderland with Christmas trees and holiday decorations staged by our own Dan Bills 
and his Christmas elves.  All sorts of wonderful merchandise will be for sale just in time for Christmas. 
 

Gift Chalet 
Chair:  Karen MacNab 

New or gently used items (a great way to recycle unused hostess gifts!) 
A selection of new monogrammed (Nantucket Island) items donated by a downtown shop 

 

Crafts and Knits 
Chair:  Vi Allen 

Baby & toddler knits; dragon scarves; bobeche; scallop shell ornaments 
 

Jewelry 
Chair: Nancy Jane Woolley 

Necklaces by St. Paul"s Jewelry Workshop 
Cluster necklaces; %inspiration" bracelets; traditional necklaces & resort wear 

Silent Auction of special necklaces, made with focal antique buttons donated by a parishioner 
 

Baked Goods 
Co-Chairs: Nancy Bills, Barbara Stevens 

St. Paul"s Bakers are the best on the island! 
 

Greens 
Chair:  Sheila Daume 

The freshest and most beautiful wreaths anywhere! 
Also fresh bobeche & centerpieces 

 
Lunch 

Co-Chairs:  Sandy & John Knox-Johnston 
11:30am-2:00pm  

Clam chowder by Evan Marley & oyster crackers 
Texas Chili & corn muffins  

Hot Dogs 
Quiche & Salad 

Assorted Cakes, Tarts & Pies 
And much more! 

 

Youth Group Table 
Bulgarian shawls, handmade ornaments & more! 

 
  

  

 

CHRISTMAS MARKET 
    Gardner Hall 
  Saturday, December 5 
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      ENQUIRERS! CLASS 

 
 
Strait may be the gate and narrow the way, but St Paul's offers many paths to those who 
want to explore and expand their spiritual lives.  This winter Gene will offer a series of 
adult enquirers' classes to explore what it means to be an Episcopalian, spiritually,  
historically, and practically.   
 
The Episcopal Church is famous for its openness, and St Paul's welcomes everyone to 
its services, programs, and even the Eucharist.  Why then be an Episcopalian?   
 
Some are born into the Episcopal Church and have never known anything else.  For the 
rest of us who start in other places but feel drawn to St Paul's as a way of expanding our 
relationship to God, these sessions parallel the purpose of confirmation classes but  
approach the Church in ways that are appropriate for adults, who have more life  
experience and different spiritual issues than the teenagers to whom confirmation 
classes are directed. 
   
There is much to explore in a few short months.  What do Episcopalians believe and 
what do they do differently than other churches?  What do we understand about God 
and Jesus Christ?  What are our core values?  How are the lives of Episcopalians  
informed and changed by their commitment to these values?   Why do so many still 
find the Episcopal Church attractive despite its current turmoil?   What are the historic 
reasons for our beliefs and practices?  How do we differ from our brothers and sisters in 
the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches and from our fellow Protestants?   What is 
the core that remains unchanged among our differences as Christians and  
Episcopalians?    
 
At the conclusion of the series, those who wish to be confirmed or received into the 
Episcopal Church will have that opportunity, but the classes are a way for many of us to 
refresh our knowledge of the Church and deepen our spiritual practice. 
 
An enquirers' class won't answer all your questions and won't teach you everything 
there is to know about being a practicing Episcopalian but, as one who started his  
journey as an Episcopalian in an enquirers' class more than thirty years ago, I can  
attest that it is a great way to begin on the path.  
 
                         Marshall Keys 
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YOUTH GROUP 2010 FUNDRAISERS 
The Youth Group is planning a series of fundraisers for 2010 to  

raise money for service trips and other events.  They  
expect to hold a beach cleanup and a bike-a-thon. 

YOUTH GROUP 
 

Through the organizing efforts of Youth  
Director Ian Williams, St. Paul"s participated in a 
Junior High Retreat at the Barbara C. Harris Camp & 
Conference Center in Greenfield, New Hampshire 
the weekend of Nov. 20-22.   
 

The camp was founded in honor of retired Bishop 
Barbara C. Harris.   

Outside a cabin at Camp Harris 

Ian Williams! Sunday School class,  
comprised mostly of age 12 and up 

 

Veteran!s Day in Hyannis 

On Veteran"s Day Pam Goddard and Ian  
Williams took the Youth Group to Hyannis for 
a combined service trip and %fun" day.  They 
went bowling, saw a movie and shopped for 
personal items to send to the Chelsea  
Soldier"s Home with thank-you letters to the 
veterans for all that they have done for our 
country.  They hope to have many more days 
like this. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

The older elementary school children and the 
middle school youth meet with Ian Williams 
each Sunday morning to study passages from 
that week"s lectionary and consider practical 
applications to their lives.   
 

They are a very enthusiastic group and their 
sessions are well attended. 
 

Because of the wide age range in the group we 
hope that it can be split into two groups in the 
new year.       
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THE EVENSONG TRADITION 
 
In the early Christian Church believers assembled eight times each day for prayer  
services known as the #Liturgy of the Hours.$  Combining the evening services called 
#Vespers$ and #Compline,$  Episcopalians continue this tradition as Evening Prayer.  
When an Evening Prayer service is filled with music, it is called #Evensong.$  
 
St. Paul"s will present a service of Evensong on Saturday, December 5 at 6:00 P.M. in 
the sanctuary.  In so doing, we will join with centuries of believers, to offer prayers 
and thanksgiving to our Lord and Maker at the close of the day.   
 
At this Evensong service we will commemorate Mary, the mother of Jesus, in music 
and scripture readings.  To that effort, our intrepid choir will present an #Ave Maria$ 
by Camille Saint-Saens.  They will also sing a work by Edvard Grieg entitled #Ave 
Maris Stella$ or #Hail, Star of the Ocean.$  This particular text dates from the 9th  
century and is found in ancient codices for the office of Vespers for Marian feasts.  In 
keeping with many centuries of tradition, we will also sing both the Magnificat and 
the Nunc Dimitiis.  The service will conclude with a rousing chorus of #And the Glory 
of the Lord$ from Handel"s Messiah played at the organ.   
 
Before the frenzy of the Christmas season overtakes us, let us join together for a  
moment of prayer and song.   
                      Bernadette Nadeau 

Virgin and Child  
Bartolommeo Coriolano  

chiaroscuro woodcut, c. 1640 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
Sunday mornings at St. Paul"s are busy with Church School classes during the 10am service and  
Children"s Choir practice which is held afterwards.  The Godly Play classroom, for children 5 to 10 years 
old, is bustling with activity each week.  The children hear a story, work on art projects and enjoy a #feast$ 
together.  On October 17th, fourteen adults took part in the Godly Play training that was held here at St. 
Paul"s.  Many of the participants have already volunteered to work in the classroom on Sunday mornings.  
The older elementary school children and the middle school youth meet with Ian Williams on Sunday 
mornings to learn more about the week"s Lectionary Lessons and how they apply to their own lives.   
 
Due to the increased participation there is a need for more adult volunteers to help out in the church school 
classes each week.  If you feel called to teach the youngest members of St. Paul"s Church, please contact 
Mary Casey (caseym@stpaulschurchnantucket.org) or call the church office.  We need volunteers to help 
out and to assure that our Christian Education programs continue to grow and thrive! 
 
The Spooky Spaghetti Supper  was held on October 28 and there was a large turnout of #ghosts and  
goblins!$  Everyone enjoyed an abundant potluck of spaghetti and sauce, salad, bread and many special 
sweet #treats!$  Thank you to all who made the event a success!  Mark your calendar for the annual  
Gingerbread Workshop and Potluck Supper on Wednesday, December 16.  The Gingerbread Workshop 
will begin at 5pm with the potluck to follow at 6pm.  Please reserve your gingerbread house by calling  
the church office*it is important to register so that we have plenty of houses and supplies for those who 
would like to participate.   
 
The holiday season is upon us.  The Children"s Choir is busy preparing for the Christmas Eve service 
which will be a Children"s Pageant with Holy Communion.  The pageant will be designed so that all  
children who would like to participate are welcome to*even if they are visiting St. Paul"s Church for  
the first time!  I encourage you to attend and bring your family and friends! 
 
                         Advent Blessings, 
                         Mary Casey, Director 
 

 

The bright and shining faces of the older section of  
the Sunday School, taught by Ian Williams.     

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
 

Confirmation classes have begun!  This year 
there will be ten middle and high school youth 
taking part in the classes.  Gene, Ian and Mary 
are looking forward to working with the  
students as we learn and grow together in  
our faith.  Class participants are: 
 

Henry Blackwell    Julia Newman 
Ella Blasi          Marshall Slade 
Alexa Crosby     Olivia Slade 
Keaton Goddard    Alex Woodley 
Zach Goddard     Camilla Woodley 
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A Preview Party for "No Room at the Inn# will be held on Friday, December 4 from 5pm to 7pm.  The +25 
suggested donation for adults will go to the Nantucket Rental Assistance Program.  Wine and cheese will be 
served in Gardner Hall and Créche Exhibit guests will have first dibs at the Christmas Market. 

 

"No Room at the Inn# Creche Exhibit 
 

On Saturday, December 5 "No Room at the Inn,# an exhibit of more 
than one hundred crèches or nativity scenes, will be on display from 
10am-2pm in the church sanctuary.  Suggested donation of +8 for adults 
with children under 12 free will go to the Nantucket Rental Assistance 
Program which is trying to meet the needs of these difficult economic 
times. Visiting the exhibit with your children can provide a wonderful  
springboard for discussing the real meaning of Christmas.  The exhibit is 
staged beautifully with candles and greenery and is a quiet spot for  
meaningful meditation.   

 
 
 

             CHRISTMAS STROLL EVENSONG 
 

Saturday, December 5$6:00 P.M. 
 

St. Paul!s Church 
 

Music by the Women!s Choir of St. Paul!s  
Scripture readings 

 
Bernadette Nadeau, Organist & Director of Music 

 
Please join us for a brief, quiet interlude  

of music and meditation 
on a busy weekend. 
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Save the Dates! 
Friday, December 4 

5-7pm 
Preview Party for •No Room at the Inn• 

Créche Exhibit 
Wine & Cheese and Preview of Christmas Market 

Suggested Donation: Adults $25 
Benefit Nantucket•s Rental Assistance Program 

 

Saturday, December 5 
Christmas Market & Lunch !Gardner Hall 

10-3pm 
Free Admission 

 

!No Room at the Inn" Créche Exhibit  
Church Sanctuary 

10-2pm 
Suggested Donation: Adults $8, Children $2 

 

Christmas Stroll Evensong 
Church Sanctuary 

6pm 
St. Paul•s Choir 

Bernadette Nadeau, Organist & Music Director 
 

Gingerbread House Workshop & Potluck 
Wednesday, December 16  

Workshop at 5pm; potluck at 6pm 
 
Please note:  Beginning on Sunday, December 27 and  
continuing through the month of January there will be one 
service at 9am for Winter Observance.  The Annual M eeting 
will be on January 24 following the single service.   Regular 
Sunday services will resume at 8am and 10am in Febr uary.   

Photography for this issue is by  
Beverly Hall and Ian Williams.    

Photographs for future issues should be  
e-mailed to njwoolley@verizon.net 

 

Please be aware that cell phone and scanned  
images do not reproduce well. 

Please help us save postage and be green"   
To receive the newsletter in full color,  

send your e-mail address to:  
office@stpaulschurchnantucket.org.  

 

Black & white copies will be at the rear of the church  
for those who do not have e-mail.   

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

Thursday, December 24 
 

Christmas Eve Children•s Pageant & Holy Communion 
5pm 

 

Christmas Eve Festive Musical Prelude 
9:30pm 

 

Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist 
10pm 

 
Friday, December 25 

 

Christmas Day Worship•Rite II  
10am 


