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ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN NANTUCKET 
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES  

January 25, 2009 
 

Call to Order.  At the close of the 9:00am service Rev. Dr. Eugene McDowell called the 2009 Annual 
Meeting to order and began with prayer.   
 
Copies of the 2008 Annual Report had been available since the previous Sunday and the quorum of 37 
church members was met. Wardens Ken Beaugrand and Betsy Brown introduced officers and members 
of the vestry and thanked retiring vestry members Mike Gunson and Randy Wight for their years of 
service. 
 
Approval of Minutes.  On motion by Dual Macintyre and seconded by Beverly Hall the minutes of the 
January 27, 2008 Annual Meeting were approved with one change noted.   
 
Nominating Committee Report.  Nominating Committee Chair Randy Wight reported that the slate of 
church officers and vestry are as follows: 
 

Church Officers     Class of 2011    
Co-Warden – Ken Beaugrand    Debbie Bennett 
Co-Warden – Betsy Brown    Lou Gennaro   
Treasurer – Dual Macintyre     George Fowlkes (second consecutive term) 
Clerk – Nancy Jane Woolley    Sarah Newton (second consecutive term) 

 
On motion by Randy Wight and seconded by Jean Bennett the nominations were unanimously 
approved.  Ken Beaugrand thanked Randy and her committee for a job well done.   
 
Treasurer’s Report.  Dual Macintyre submitted a written report, a Balance Sheet, a Profit & Loss 
Budget vs. an Actual 2008 Budget, along with a proposed Budget for 2009.  We had a net profit in 
2008 of $76,800 of which $67,000 was for designated projects (reducing the mortgage on the rectory, 
the David Wood School and Gardner Hall).  The 2009 Budget forecasts a deficit of approximately 
$17,000.  Dual recommends that we go forward with it because he feels the shortfall is small enough 
that we will be able to overcome it.  On motion made by Penny Macintyre and seconded by Randy 
Wight both the Treasurer’s Report and the 2009 Budget were unanimously approved.   
 
Rector’s Report.   
 

Music Committee.  Rev. Eugene McDowell noted that he had recently appointed a Music 
Committee to determine what the music should be at St. Paul’s over the next five years or so.  
This will include (1) developing, distributing, collecting and evaluating a parish wide survey to 
get feedback from the largest number of members possible, (2) creating a profile for the 
 
Music Director position and advertising it, and (3) narrowing the field of applicants to a single 
person to recommend to the Rector and the Vestry.  Interim Music Director Melanie Richeson’s 
contract runs through Sunday, May 10, so this work must proceed in a timely fashion.  Rev. 
McDowell asked Committee Chair Lou Gennaro and other members of the committee to stand.  
Most members of the committee were present.   
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Christian Education.   Rev. McDowell spoke of the expansion of the youth program and asked 
Christian Education Director Mary Casey to expand on this.  She reported on a recent Deanery 
Meeting at which the Diocese was encouraging churches to hold confirmation classes.  She will 
attend a meeting in San Antonio soon which should be helpful.  The Godly Play Program which 
we are now using has been well received and the church school has grown.   

 
Wardens’ Report 
Betsy Brown noted that 2008 was a year that had begun with sadness over the death of Senior Warden 
Sam Daume, but that many good and exciting things had happened later in the year.  She and Ken 
thanked Dual Macintyre for taking the job of Treasurer in mid-year, Lou Gennaro for such a successful 
Rector search and Eric Goddard for a successful Every Member Canvass campaign.   They both asked 
for continued participation by all members in all of the parish’s activities.   
 
Summer Fair 
Pam Goddard, Co-Chair of the St. Paul’s Fair, reported that plans are going forward for the fair even 
though it is five months away.  She hopes to continue the Tool Table and is finding people to chair 
various sections of the fair.   
 
Building & Grounds 
Kip Arsenault announced that we should expect to see scheduled work days appearing in the Sunday 
bulletin in a few weeks.  There are jobs that are too big for one person that could be quickly and easily 
done by a group.  They can be fun and a lot can be accomplished in a few hours.   
 
On motion by Beverly Hall and seconded by Vicki Goss the 2008 committee reports were approved 
unanimously.    
 
Closing Prayer.  Rev. McDowell closed the meeting with prayer at 10:20 A.M. and parishioners retired 
to Gardner Hall for a lovely coffee hour hosted by Lucy Bixby. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy Jane Woolley 
Clerk 
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 ANNUAL MEETING  AGENDA 
 

 

St. Paul's Church in Nantucket 
171st Annual Meeting 

 
Sunday, January 24, 2010 

 
  Immediately following the 9:00am service 

 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 
2. Declaration of a Quorum (minimum of 37 members) 
 
3. Recognition of Vestry Members and Lay Leaders 
 
4. Approval of minutes  
 
5. Elections 
 
6. 2009 Treasurer's Report and 2010 Budget 
 
7. Old Business: 2009 Annual Reports 
 
8. New Business 
 

 9. Closing Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for Coffee hour 
in Gardner Hall after the meeting 
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2009 Annual Report of the Rector 
 
Let me begin by joining with Cathy in thanking all of you for continuing to invite us into so many 
different aspects of your lives. Each day this island feels more and more like home.   
 
Though the national economy fared somewhat better in 2009, I know I speak for Eric Goddard and the 
stewardship committee as well as our fund raising chairs in thanking each one of you for your faithful 
pledging, giving and overall continued commitment to the life and ministry of St. Paul's. 
 
The Wardens report lists the work, worship and other events at St. Paul's in 2009.  I join with them in 
lifting up these events, celebrating them and saying "thank you" to all of those who worked so hard to 
make each and every event a rewarding reality. God has given St. Paul's true vision, strength and joy. 
 
Two new staff members joined St. Paul's in 2009: First, Lou Gennaro and the music task force led     
St. Paul's through a solid survey and systematic study regarding music and how it fits into the life of 
the parish. The work of this task force triumphantly culminated in its recommending of Bernadette 
(Bernie) Nadeau to be St. Paul's choir master. Bernie is a wonderful organist, pianist, teacher, and 
director. She is also a great joy to have on our staff. The parish is blessed to have Bernie and her 
mother, Agnes, as part of our community.   
 
Also, thank you, St. Paul's choir for your faithful attention to the music and worship of St Paul's. 
 
I also wish to thank Melanie Richeson for her wonderful year as interim music director. Melanie is 
now teaching in the same university in Wisconsin, as her brother, and we wish her God's blessings. 
 
Another wonderful addition to our church staff has been the appointment of Ian Williams as our youth 
coordinator. He has ten students in this year's confirmation class and has persuaded Bishop Cederholm 
to make an exception and come to Nantucket for their confirmations in late spring. Along with Mary 
Casey and members of the Nantucket community, Ian is making great strides towards gaining the 
confidence, appreciation and support of both our parish and island youth. 
 
I also wish to thank the parents who continue to take advantage of Ian's sense of God's call to him to do 
ministry in this place. 
 
And what about the Church School and Mary Casey and our Church School teachers? Have you seen 
the number of eager and excited children coming into the church after their educational time with these 
phenomenal teacher volunteers?  Mary Casey; you are such a gift to St. Paul's, thank you and thank 
you to the teachers, parents and young people. Your hard and faithful work is noticed and appreciated.  
 
As we look forward to 2010, it is my intent to see that these two ministries (music and children and 
youth) continue to grow and develop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ 4 ~ 



 

 

Also, as we move into 2010, I pray we continue to be intentional about our welcoming of visitors, 
youth and new comers and find ways to integrate them more fully into the dynamic fabric of the 
parish. Along these lines, thank you Cathy and Beverly for all you do in overseeing the marvelous     
St. Paul's coffee hours. This is a particularly fun way to welcome those new to the parish and to stay in 
touch with the rest of our parish community. And remember we are always looking for parishioners to 
help us with coffee hour. 
 
The Befrienders, led by Randy Wight, are doing a caring job in joining with me in visiting, taking 
flowers, sending get well cards, and taking communion to our sick, lonely, and homebound 
parishioners. However related to the pastoral needs of the parish, I have run across several people on 
the island who consider themselves members of St. Paul's. However, we have no record of them. It 
bothers me that I only find out about these folks when they are in crisis. We need to be more proactive 
in finding our lapsed and lost parishioners and returning them to our fold and to our records. I have 
asked that the Rev. Paul Borneman, an ordained Methodist minister and member of St. Paul's and our 
choir, to volunteer his time and talent to help us as we seek to become even more aware and attentive 
to the pastoral needs around us.  Bishop Cederholm is excited about this and has even extended an 
invitation to Paul to attend Clergy Days and other diocesan clergy events 
 
It is my hope that we continue and expand educational opportunities for adults, both the St. Paul's 
parishioners and members of the island at large. Cathy's and my home continues to be offered as a 
place to gather for adult Lenten programs and other forums. Let me know if you have an idea for a 
forum.  Also, this summer we hope to have another "Saints and Sinners" pub date - perhaps two. And 
through the invitation of the Rev. Jamie Callaway, St. Paul's has been asked to be a webcast partner of 
the 2010 Trinity Wall Street- Trinity Institute. The theme of this year's conference- "Building an 
Ethical Economy:  Theology and the Marketplace." Each year the theme is different, the speakers are 
top notch and we hope this Institute partnership will become an annual part of the life of St. Paul's. 
 
Plans are also in the offing for a more intentional relationship between recent graduates of the Yale/ 
Berkeley Divinity Schools at Yale University and St. Paul's. This should be fun as well as a unique 
opportunity for both these young clergy and St. Paul's.   
  
I also join with the Wardens in celebrating our outstanding mortgage debt being significantly reduced 
to around $130,000. We continue to seek to reduce this debt and I ask all of you to help George 
Fowlkes as he leads us in this endeavor. Thank you George! 
 
But all of this is not simply happening by magic and in a vacuum. The faithful passion to the life of   
St. Paul's by so many of her staff and parishioners is the life blood of this special parish. 
 
DEANNA, WOW!  Her love and commitment to St. Paul's nurture, supports, drives and inspires us all!  
 
And words can hardly express my "thank you" to Betsy Brown and Ken Beaugrand, St. Paul's          
Co-Wardens. Along with Dual Macintyre - Treasurer, Mary Jane Woolley - Clerk of the Vestry, and 
Eric Goddard - Chair of the Every Member Canvas they, along with the St. Paul's vestry, work in so 
many unrelenting ways to see that St Paul's is faithful to the needs of this island as well as meeting her 
expectations as a parish in the Diocese of Massachusetts.  
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The members of the St Paul’s vestry in 2009 included: Kip Arsenault, Kiril Coonley, Beverly Hall, 
Marshall Keys, Leslee Reeder, Sandy Knox- Johnston, Curtis Barnes, Leslie Malcolm, Lou Gennaro, 
George Fowlkes, Sarah Newton, and Debbie Bennett.  Each vestry person has been engaged in areas of 
St Paul’s ministry including Outreach, Christian Education, New Members, Coffee Hour, Building and 
Grounds, Finance Committee Chair, fund raising, and debt retirement. 
 
 Thank you to Curtis Barnes in helping with the worship at St Paul's, including such tasks as assigning 
and training our fabulous lay readers, altar staff members, servers, etc. Also, thank you to Dottie 
Gennaro and her gracious, understanding and committed Altar Guild members who continue to be a 
gift to this parish and an inspiration to me personally. Penny Macintyre and her "money counters" and 
to Nancy Beuscher who graces the parish with her oversight and faithfulness to the Wednesday AM 
Eucharist.   
 
Without the unconditional love of these and so many others, including our fund-raising committees, 
prayer shawl group, lectionary group, coffee hour volunteers, and including the community-based 
ministries of the New Life Ministries, the AA, First Tuesday Suppers, the Food Pantry, and the God's 
Child Project, (all of which are either related to St Paul's or are operated on our campus), there would 
not be a CHURCH called St. Paul's on Nantucket. There would only be a building bearing that name. 
 
As we move into the year 2010, may we continue to praise God and give God thanks for the bountiful 
way St. Paul's is blessed with time, talent and treasure. 
 
Faithfully submitted, 
 
The Rev. Dr. Eugene C. McDowell, Rector 
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A. LEADERSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
1. Wardens Report  

  
 2009 was a year of consolidation then more change and growth. 
 
Let us try to recap the highlights         
 
+  A very successful Every Member Canvas 
+  Dinners hosted by parish members for other parish members and our community 
   wide Tuesday night Suppers in Gardner Hall 
+  The retreat chaired by Bishop Cederholm helping us to refocus on our parish mission 
+  The visit of Suffragan Bishop Gail Harris  
+  The social success and participation of the parish and community in  the Fair, Dinner and Auction, 

 Rug Raffle and the Christmas Market even though we did not reach our financial objectives  
for these fund raising events  

+  Completing our search for our outstanding new Music Director, Berni Nadeau 
+  Changing and expanding our Sunday School curriculum through the leadership of Mary Casey 
+  Changing our focus from the nursery school age needs of the community to the middle and  

high school age youth group and hiring Ian Williams to lead this ministry 
+  Had major contributions from many individuals to reduce our outstanding mortgage debt to 

 $130,000 as a result of the herculean efforts of George Fowlkes 
+  Have evolved almost final plans for the completion of the renovation to Gardner Hall and the 

 Daume entryway with the hope of raising the balance of the funds needed for this during 2010 
+  Received a second grant from the Community Preservation Committee in order to complete the  
 restoration of the stained glass windows at the sides of the church, and 
+  We celebrated Gene and Cathy’s first anniversary as our spiritual leaders and want to thank them  

for opening their home to so many events for all of the parish to enjoy.  
 
We are breathless as we reminisce about all that we have achieved this year but are more excited and 
look forward to all of the new and exciting things that 2010 will bring. Finally, we want to thank 
Deanna McCormack, our Parish Administrator, for her help and caring for St. Paul’s. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Ken Beaugrand and Betsy Brown, Co-Wardens 
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2. Treasurer’s Report 
 

2009 was an interesting and challenging year. At the beginning of the year, the deteriorating economic 
situation was our greatest concern, so we deferred many expenses as a hedge against a decline in 
income. However, as the year progressed, our worst fears did not materialize. We did see a significant 
drop in our plate offerings, from an expected $75,000 to $55,000, but part of that decline may have 
come from people who decided to pledge rather than make plate offerings. Some of our fund-raising 
events, notably the rug raffle and the auction, did see an impact from the down economy, but two other 
events, the fair and the Christmas market, exceeded our financial expectations. There were literally 
hundreds of people who worked on these events and we all owe them our deepest thanks. Without our 
many volunteers and the revenue that these events bring in, St. Paul’s would be forced to drastically 
reduce its ministries. 
 
There were several positive milestones during 2009. First, thanks to the leadership of Vestry member 
George Fowlkes, we were able to reduce our mortgage by $54,500 so that our outstanding balance now 
stands at $134,528. We hope to further reduce this balance in 2010 as funds become available. Second, 
thanks to a bequest from David Wood, we were able to add $50,000 to our endowment account. In 
addition, an estate sale of items from David’s house added an additional $4,500 to our endowment. 
Third, when the Cooperative Nursery School board reached a decision not to open for the 2009-2010 
school year, they voted to transfer their funds to St. Paul’s church to be used to fund our new Youth 
ministry. Fourth, we were able to set aside a Reserve for Repairs of $10,000 that will earn interest until 
such time as the church roof or heating system needs to have major work done. We plan to add an 
additional $10,000 to the reserve in 2010, and in future years if necessary, so that a major expense does 
not decimate our plans for the year in which it occurs. Finally, after adjusting our Net Ordinary Income 
for the restricted funds we received during the year, we ended the year with a $10,400 surplus which 
the Vestry has voted to carry forward into 2010 to offset some of this year’s expenses. 
 
We also published a series of 17 articles entitled “Managing Our Money” in the weekly bulletin in an 
effort to describe some of the financial activities of the church. These articles are now up on the        
St. Paul’s website, www.stpaulschurchnantucket.org, so please visit the site to read any articles you 
may have missed. The articles will be updated, expanded and published again in the bulletins 
beginning in June. 
 
Our budget for 2010 is outlined on the Profit and Loss statement for 2009 – 2010. It is similar to 2009, 
but includes the new Youth program for the entire year. The Youth program currently is funded for 
only part of the year, which is the cause of the projected deficit. However, several applications have 
been submitted for grants which, if approved, will reduce or eliminate the deficit. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

     Dual Macintyre, Treasurer 
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a.  Profit & Loss Budget Versus Actual  
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b. Balance Sheet 
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3. Finance Committee  
 

The Finance Committee met at various times throughout 2009 to review the parish financial position, 
make decisions regarding investments, conduct the annual audit procedures, and formulate plans for 
the future. 
 

The Finance Committee functions as an oversight committee and makes recommendations to the 
Vestry regarding the financials of the parish. 
 

The Finance Committee members are Ken Beaugrand, Debbie Bennett, Roger Brown, Kiril Coonley, 
Lou Gennaro, Pam Goddard, Dual Macintyre, and Nancy Jane Woolley. 
 

The Finance Committee will continue work in the above mentioned areas in 2010, with special focus 
to complete an asset inventory in the first quarter of 2010. 
 

Thanks to all members of the committee for their time and efforts in 2009, and for their continuing 
support. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Lou Gennaro, Chairman 
 
 
4.  Development Committee  
 

In 2008 a new committee was formed to coordinate several parish fundraising initiatives that are 
currently underway. These include the Every Member Canvass, the renovation of Gardner Hall 
(including the Sam Daume entrance), and the restoration of the stained glass windows. The committee 
received Vestry approval to mount a campaign to retire the current mortgage on the parish house.  To 
date approximately in excess of $50,000 has been raised from parish members and friends. 

In addition, a plan to establish a permanent endowment to cover the annual operating costs of 
maintaining the extensive physical plant is underway. The Caroline L. W. French Society, named to 
honor the benefactor who donated the money to build the church initially, is composed of parishioners 
who have advised the church that they have made a provision for St. Paul’s in their estate plans. So far, 
ten members of the parish have joined this society and we hope many more will come forward so they 
can be honored and recognized for their generosity. 

Respectfully submitted, 

George Fowlkes, Vestry Member 
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5.  Every Member Canvass (EMC)  
 

We have been privileged to participate in the 2010 EMC and we continue to be cautiously optimistic as 
our parish family continues to send in their pledge and donation cards.  Although some 
individual contributions have fallen short of their previous year(s) commitments it does give us hope 
that many have stayed the same, and a number have even been expanded.  We hope and pray that all 
our brothers and sisters in our church community maintain prosperity and continue to manage 
well through these strained financial times, and continue to see the wisdom in supporting our mission.  
  

Respectfully submitted 
 

Cecil Baron Jensen 
Sarah Newton 
Lou Gennaro  
Jeff Blackwell 

George Fowlkes 
Walter Birge 
Phil Smith 
Eric Goddard, Chair 

 
 
 
 
6. Music Task Force  
  

A Music Task Force was formed in early 2009 at the request of our Rector, The Rev. Gene McDowell. 
Members of the task force were Curtis Barnes, Gussie Beaugrand, Norm Berthelette, Nancy Bills, 
Mary Casey, Sheila Daume, Lou Gennaro, Pam Goddard, Lillian Henning, Nancy Jane Woolley, and 
Randy Wight. 
 
The Music Task Force was asked to develop a church wide survey regarding music at St. Paul’s and 
then formulate a longer term direction for a music program in our parish. The Music Task Force met 
weekly through the first two and half months of 2009 to complete these goals and to formulate a 
Profile and Job Description for a Music Director.  
 
The Task Force then began a search for a new Music Director and considered a number of candidates 
for this position. The Task Force completed the search process in early June 2009, and made a 
recommendation to the Vestry to offer the Music Director position to Bernadette Nadeau. We are most 
pleased that Berni accepted this position in mid June 2009, and became our new Music Director later 
that month. 
 
Thanks to all members of the Music Task Force for dedicating many hours to this process and to the 
completion of our assignments. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lou Gennaro, Chariman 
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B. BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
       
Parish House 
During 2009 a few minor repairs to the furniture, doors and windows were completed.  The outside 
back stairs and handicap ramp were pressure treated for the removal of mold which made the stairs and 
ramp dangerously slippery. 
  

Rectory 
The Rectory saw little need for major or minor repairs.  The wind knocked off a gutter downspout but 
was put back in place without much trouble. 
  

Gardner Hall  
We have been working very hard with the Architects at BPC to complete the plans for Phase II and 
III.  These phases need to be completed at the same time.  This includes the kitchen, handicap 
bathrooms, elevator, and the Sam Daume entrance.  We hope to start in the Fall of 2010. 
  

Church  
The outside church doors and rear windows got a new coat of paint as well as some of the walls on the 
inside.  Our new caretaker/sexton, Caleb Kardell, found and fixed our long standing water leak that has 
been causing major problems inside the church.  The leak was located between the bell tower and the 
roof.  If you see him around our campus please introduce yourself.  Earlier in the year, we had a major 
problem with the sewer system again, needing to call the Disaster Specialists to respond.  Come to find 
out it was backing up because of a blockage in the street sewer.  The Town of Nantucket responded 
and we were reimbursed for our cleanup expenses.   
 

The CPC awarded us additional funds to complete the north and south side window repairs.  Thanks to 
the CPC for realizing the historic value of these windows and thanks go out to Marshall Keys for 
heading this committee.  Bids to complete this job will go out shortly. 
 

Grounds 
Thanks again to Vicki Goss and her crew who keep our grass, flower beds and shrubs looking more 
beautiful each year. 
             

And finally a special thanks goes out to Ed Roberts, Mike Reid, Curtis Barnes, Lou Gennaro and 
Deanna McCormack for helping me with their knowledge and experience of our church campus.  We 
are working closely with the Vestry to set aside monies for a new roof on the Parish House, new boiler 
in the church and eventually a new slate roof for the church. 
  

Projects for 2010 
1. Replacing and painting of the frames for all the side church windows. 
2. Replacing the section of rug at the church entrance. 
3. Extending the wood framing to allow the altar to move forward. 
4. Replace loose and missing slate roof shingles. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kip Arsenault, Building and Grounds Committee Chairman  
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C. MINISTRIES  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Christian Education 
 

Children’s Programs:  
There continues to be a steady increase in the number of children who attend Church School classes 
and in the number of families with young children who attend St. Paul’s and participate in education 
programs and fellowship activities.  The average attendance each week in Church School classes is 
approximately 22-25 children – this number includes children ages 4 – 10 years old as well as the 
Middle School youth - students in grades 6 – 8. 
 
We have continued to use the Montessori-based, storytelling curriculum - Godly Play for the children 
ages 4-8 years old.  The upper elementary children (grades 3-5) are now in a separate class and are 
taught using a lectionary-based curriculum from Church Publishing called Living the Good News.  We 
have continued to use the lectionary-based KidText/TeenText curriculum for the Middle School 
students as it proved to be quite successful last year in connecting the youth and their own experiences 
with the weekly lectionary lessons.  
 
One of the goals of the Christian Education programs is to use the Circle of the Church Year to 
highlight special liturgies, stories and events that are important to our faith and traditions.  Based on 
the book, Come Worship with Me (the previous year’s Church School family gift), we learned together 
about the special days and celebrations throughout the church year by creating individual prayer flags 
that were combined to make a year-long banner.  The prayer flags began with All Saints Day in 
November and ended with Pentecost in May.  Families and individuals enjoyed making the prayer 
flags and learning together as we journeyed throughout our Church Year. 
 
The New Year began with an Epiphany Celebration at Coffee Hour with a traditional King’s Cake!  
This was a wonderful way to end the Christmas Season and to kick off the weeks between Epiphany 
and Ash Wednesday.  One of the highlights from last year was the six-week Wednesday night Lenten 
series for both adults and children.  The children’s Lenten curriculum was based on Prodigal Son 
scripture and used the movie “Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” to explore and discuss 
different characteristics of people.  It was very popular with an average of 20 children in attendance 
and up to 4 adult volunteers present each week.  The Lenten Series came to a conclusion with the 
“Easter Extravaganza” held on Easter Saturday.  The children had the opportunity to learn through arts 
and crafts projects about the Easter symbols and their importance to our Christian tradition.  
 
Traditionally, St. Paul’s has not offered a Children’s Program during the summer months; however, 
last summer we introduced the Summer Children’s Chapel held on six Sundays throughout July and 
August.  The summer program proved to be successful in welcoming visiting families with children 
and maintaining a program for our year round families.  While planning for the Summer Children’s 
Chapel, I was made aware of a grant that is available through Church Periodical Club to purchase 
curriculum for Christian Education materials.   
 
We were fortunate to receive an $800.00 grant to purchase the entire Beulah Land Bible Stories in Felt 
curriculum (www.beluahenterprises.org) which will be used for the 2010 Summer Children’s Chapel.  
In addition to the Summer Children’s Chapel, last summer St. Paul’s helped to support and promote 
Scripture Union’s SuperKids program on Nantucket.  We have had a long history of involvement with 
this program so it was nice to get reacquainted with the program’s leaders and to connect with the 
other island churches who participate in SuperKids. 
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This year for the first time in many, the Church School presented an “impromptu” Christmas Pageant 
at the 5:30pm Christmas Eve service.  Under the guidance and leadership of our Music Director, 
Bernie Nadeau, several of the children prepared for weeks to sing at the service in the “Choir of 
Angels”.  In addition, the children were prepared to take part in the retelling of the Christmas story by 
playing the roles of The Holy Family, the animals, angels, shepherds and kings.  The benefit of the 
“impromptu” pageant style is that any and all children who come to the service are welcome and 
encouraged to participate.  It was a delightful performance and truly did illustrate the “magic of 
Christmas”!  
 

Youth Programs: 
This fall, we were blessed with the opportunity to hire a full time Youth Program Coordinator - Ian 
Williams!  It has been a pleasure working with Ian as he plans programs for our Middle and Senior 
High students.  Presently, the largest group of children in the Church School program is between the 
ages of 8 and 10 years old with another large group of 4 – 8 year old children right behind!  It is vital 
we have an active and thriving Youth program to welcome these children into as they age out of the 
more traditional children’s Christian Education programs.  It is essential we continue to develop and 
support our own Youth program as well as make connections with other youth programs on Nantucket. 
Please see Ian’s report for more details about the Youth program. 
 

Adult Programs: 
Last year, a stated goal for the Christian Education programs was to offer a variety of programs for 
children as well as for adults.  The Lectionary Group continues to meet weekly on Tuesday mornings 
except in the event of holidays and school vacations.  There is an average of 6-8 people who attend 
weekly in the fall, winter and spring and approximately 10 – 12 weekly in the summer.  Throughout 
Lent, a six-week Adult Education series was held simultaneously with the Children’s Lenten Series.  
The discussions took place in the Rectory with Rev. Gene with the final session meeting in Gardner 
Hall for a potluck and a movie/discussion on Martin Luther.  In addition, parishioners and individuals 
were asked to present several workshops throughout the year.  Included were “A Discussion about the 
life of Dietrich Bonheoffer” led by St. Paul’s Summer Parishioner, Stephen Wise.  And “Worship and 
the Arts”, led by year-round Parishioner, Reggie Levine.  The goal is to continue to increase the 
offerings for Adult Christian Formation through workshops, presentations by parishioners sharing their 
interests and expertise and a four-week Lenten series for Enquirer’s to learn more about the Episcopal 
Church. 
 
Other adult education opportunities this year included a Godly Play Teacher training held in October in 
which 18 individuals attended and a Safe Church Training held in May in which 22 individuals 
attended.  There will be additional workshops on these topics in the future as both are important to our 
Church’s education and safety programs. 
 

Related Fellowship Activities: 
This year we continued with many of the traditional Fellowship activities which included The Blessing 
of the Animals and Celebration of St. Francis of Assisi on the first weekend in October; the Spooky 
Spaghetti Supper in late October; The Gingerbread House Workshop and Potluck Supper in December; 
and additional Church-wide Potluck Suppers. 
 
Faithfully submitted,  
 
Mary Casey, Director of Christian Formation 
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2.  St. Paul’s Youth Program  
 

The past three and a half months have been an interesting process of growth and development of the 
new Youth Program at St. Paul’s.  Currently there are three youth programs which Ian Williams has 
been leading.  First we have the Sunday school classes which meet during church services with a wide 
range of participant age and number.  Second the youth group comprises of 6-10 members and meets 
about twice a month.  Finally we have the Confirmation class which meets once a month and has ten 
members. 
 
Sunday school classes are based on discussion and interpretation of one of the scripture readings from 
that week’s church service.  We use a curriculum called Kid and Teen text which is designed to help 
the participants understand the meaning of the scripture readings and has been a helpful resource in 
order to apply readings from the bible and teachings of our lord Jesus Christ to our everyday lives.  
There has been varying attendance to Sunday school classes held during the church services.  The 
number of participants fluctuates from 3 to 12 or more depending on any given Sunday.  Also the age 
variety is significant ranging from ages 10 to 15.  We have decided to split the groups into an older 
elementary/younger middle school class and an older middle/high school class.  We believe that this 
will be beneficial to everyone involved so that discussions can be geared to more of a particular age 
group.   
 
The St. Paul’s Youth Group meets once or twice a month with a regular attendance of 6-8 and has been 
up to 15 at certain times.  We have a great time at these meetings sharing a meal, discussing topics of 
interest, playing games, and planning future events.  We have taken one trip off island to Hyannis on 
Veterans Day as a mix of veteran appreciation and a movie/bowling fun day.  We have many exciting 
things planned for the upcoming year including service trips to the mainland, a possible mission trip, 
adventure course afternoons with strong wings, and continued work with our fundraising efforts.  
Many of the things that our group would like to do require that we have money for travel and program 
expenses.  Although our program has some funding for such things, it is very important that we raise 
money to supplement what we have.  We made around $300 at the Christmas Market.  Other 
fundraising efforts include our “Move-a-Thon and “Clean Corp” which seem to have the kids very 
excited.  We received a few hundred donated red tickets for the Christmas Eve chamber of commerce 
drawing, and although we didn’t win, it does show that there is a significant level of support for our 
program among the parish.  We also hope to have joint programs and fundraising efforts with other 
churches on the island such as pancake and/or cultural dinners and combo youth meetings.  I realize 
that youth group often competes with sporting and other extracurricular events which have an effect on 
attendance.  I would still like to schedule weekly meetings but have not been able to work out a 
balance of youth group and confirmation class scheduling as Sunday evening seem to be the best time 
for both groups to meet.   
 
Our Confirmation class has started and we have ten participants ranging from 7th to 11th grade.  This is 
program is lead by Rev. McDowell, Mary Casey, and Ian Williams.  We are using a curriculum called 
”Confirm Not Conform,” which emphasizes the use of Christian and faith education in order to better 
prepare our participants to understand and decide what their place in the Christian faith and Episcopal 
Church is.  This has been successful and has pushed the youth to think deeply about their feelings of 
faith and religion.   
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I hope to encourage continual participation and growth in the youth program here at St. Paul’s.  This 
includes attending youth retreats, working with other youth groups on the island and cape area, and 
providing more programs to keep our youth excited and to bring more in.  It is going to be increasingly 
important that parents and church members become involved with the youth during their spiritual 
journeys and as they continue to grow into young adults.  I am excited to start doing more programs 
outdoors as the seasons change and the weather permits us to be outside more.  I believe that this 
program can be successful despite what I see as a relatively slow start, it will take more time to 
develop a strong program and foster interest among more of our island’s youth.  I am very optimistic 
that our youth will be well prepared for their adult lives due to St. Paul’s caring and supportive 
community.    
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Ian Williams, Youth Coordinator 
 
3. Music Program 
  

Of all the jobs I have ever had, I would have to say that my transition to St. Paul’s has been the 
smoothest ever.   Staff and parishioners have been welcoming and helpful, pointing me in the right 
direction for both the mundane and important.   Rev. Gene has been especially helpful, giving his 
insight into how this parish functions, making sure I am aware of potential problems and lending 
specific support and advice when needed. 
 
It has only been six months since my arrival, but we have already starting making progress.  The first 
and most critical thing was to get the music office organized.  Not having a stable music director for 
some time left the office in a rather sad state.  Members of the choir had attempted to keep it 
organized, but it really is a huge, complex job that needs the attention of one person.  The office had 
become a dumping ground for old equipment that either no one wanted or that did not work.  I think I 
have gotten rid of most of that.  The music files were in a pretty sad state with things stored all over the 
room in no particular order.  They have now been reorganized, although I occasionally keep finding 
things in odd places.  Thanks to some very forward-thinking choir members, a computer database had 
been started.  I cleaned it up and added pieces that had been omitted.  This is definitely a work in 
progress as I still need to add the Christmas octavos and books to the database. 
 
During my interview I was warned that choir attendance would drop considerably during the winter.  
Even now, choir members seem apologetic about that.  Actually, I rather enjoy the sound of women’s 
three part harmony.  I find this group enthusiastic, hard-working and quite good.  There is plenty of 
repertoire we can do and be successful with.  Yes, it does take a little more planning to accommodate 
fluctuations during the fall and, I would imagine, spring, but the choir has been very helpful guiding 
me through these changes.  This past summer, with some outside help, we tried to get a men’s 
barbershop ensemble going.  It was not as successful as I had hoped, but I think if we can start earlier 
next summer, this might just get off the ground.  We also started a youth choir.  Despite weather and 
illness challenges, we did manage to perform successfully Christmas Eve.  The Adult Choir presented 
a Choral Evensong for Christmas Stroll weekend.  Our theme was “Mary, the Mother of God.”  To that 
end, I found a lovely Saint-Saens Ave Maria and an Ave Maris Stella (Hail, Star of the Ocean) by  
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Grieg.  I was thrilled at how well this came off.  I am also considering an Evensong during Lent and 
then perhaps one next summer.  Earlier in the fall, during Gene’s vacation, we also participated in 
Morning Prayer.  This gave us a chance to learn a setting of Psalm 100, a Magnificat and a Nune 
Dimittis, all of which will prove very useful for future morning and evening prayer services.  The 
immediate goal, now, is to get the handbell choir off the ground.  I would also like to teach a music-
reading class for the entire parish this winter, in the hopes of recruiting more choir members. 
 
One of other goals for this year is to initiate a music committee.  Currently, I am recruiting individuals 
to perform specific tasks.  Linda Morral has stepped forward to act as “Wardrobe Mistress.”  She has 
already made enormous progress getting the choir robes cleaned and organized.  We need to next 
determine their status of repair/disrepair and make appropriate decisions.  Next time you are walking 
through the choir room next to the kitchen in Gardner Hall, look in the robe room and see what a great 
job Linda has done.  I am also looking for a Librarian and an Activities Coordinator.  You need not be 
a member of the choir, or even a musician to participate on the music committee.  Please contact me if 
you are interested in participating. 
 
I love being a church musician.  Nothing motivates me like participating in a major liturgical feast.  
My theory is that liturgical music needs to be performed in a liturgical setting, even if the 
denomination, doctrine and liturgy of the modern performance is different from that of the original 
performance.  While the music remains beautiful, it is stripped of its meaning in a secular context.  I 
am delighted to again be working in a parish that appreciates, even expects the great classics.  I feel 
encouraged to learn new music.  I have already added several new pieces to my repertoire and revived 
others I have not played in years.  Morning and Evening prayer services add a little color to our 
liturgical offerings and give me a chance to try slightly different things.  The potential is certainly here 
for great things.  We are only in the infancy, but I am sensing a desire to develop that potential.  I am 
looking forward to a successful 2010. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Bernadette Nadeau, Music Director 
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4. Liturgical Ministry  
 

Participation in the various areas of Liturgical Ministry has increased significantly this year.  
 

Serving the Church as a chalice bearer, lector, usher, greeter, or acolyte is a ministry open to all. We can 
always use more help, and serving in one of these ministries can be very fulfilling as well. We encourage 
all members of the parish family to consider volunteering in one of these areas of service, and we look 
forward to welcoming you into that fellowship.  
 
The parishioners listed below have served during the past year in the various Liturgical Ministries of St. 
Paul’s Church. We thank them all for their dedicated service! 
 

LECTORS 
 

Trish Anderson 
Kip Arsenault  
Curtis Barnes 
Rebecca Bent 
Normand Berthelette 
Nancy Beuscher 
Walter Birge 
Lucy Bixby 
Jeff Blackwell 
Nancy Broll 
Roger Brown 
Mary Casey 
Judy Coonley 
Fernando Esteban 
Ned Fawcett 
Marianne Felch 
Peter Finch 
Cindy Fisher 
George Fowlkes 
Keaton Goddard 

Pam Goddard 
Vicki Goss 
Peter Greenhalgh 
Mike Gunson 
Beverly Hall 
Bill Hays 
Carolyn Hills 
Robert Inglis 
Daintry Jensen 
Cecil Barron Jensen 
John Knox-Johnston 
Sandy Knox-Johnston 
Sara Jones 
Marshall Keys 
Tinka Knopf 
Lucy Leske 
Wyatt Leske 
Reggie Levine 
Kathi Linville 
Ethan Manske 

Penny Macintyre 
Gwen Malcolm 
Mort McDonald 
Karen MacNab 
Ceci Moore 
Nellie Morley 
Sally Nash 
Julia Newman 
Siobhan O’Mahony 
Jenny Paradis 
Leslee Reeder 
Geoff Schultz 
Helen Seager 
Howard Stovall 
Bill Walker 
Mona Wheatley 
Beth Whelden 
Lowell Whiteford 
Randy Wight

 
 

CHALICE BEARERS 
 

Curtis Barnes 
Rebecca Bent 
Paul Borneman 
Nancy Broll 
Betsy Brown 
Mary Casey 
Laurie Chatfield-Taylor 
Fernando Esteban 
Cindy Fisher 

Nigel Goss 
Beverly Hall 
Sara Jones 
Sandy Knox-Johnston 
Reggie Levine 
Malcolm MacNab 
Leslie Malcolm 
Ethan Manske 
Nellie Morley 

Tyler Murray 
Susan Phillips 
Elizabeth Reed 
Leslee Reeder 
Helen Seager 
Bill Walker 
Ian Williams 
Beth Whelden 

Randy Wight
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USHERS/GREETERS 
 

Barbara Anderson 
Gerald Anderson 
Kip Arsenault 
Curtis Barnes 
Joan Barnes 
Ken Beaugrand 
Normand Berthelette 
Jamey Bennett 
Henry Blackwell 
Jeff Blackwell 
Roger Brown 

Fernando Esteban 
Lou Gennaro 
Peter Greenhalgh 
Mike Gunson 
Carolyn Hills 
John Knox-Johnston 
Reggie Levine 
Dual Macintyre 
Bill Moore 
Ethan Manske 
Sandra Manske 

Bill Murray 
Pat Newton 
Gerry Newton 
Stacey Stuart 
Bill Walker 
Mona Wheatly 
Randy Wight 
Lew Winger 
Bill Yarmy 

ACOLYTES 
 

Henry Blackwell 
Keaton Goddard 
Zach Goddard 

Nigel Goss 
Justine Paradis 
Elizabeth Reed 

Abergavenny Whiteford 

 
Respectively submitted, 
Curtis Barnes, Coordinator 
 
 
5. Altar Guild  
 

The Altar Guild Teams have grown in confidence over the last year.  We are twenty two strong now 
with Lucy Bixby joining us just this month.   Judy Coonley, Barbara McDonald, Ann Oliver, Betsy 
Brown and Dottie Gennaro have continued as team leaders. The other members of the Altar Guild are 
Joan Altrueter, Barbara Anderson, Joan Barnes, Jean Bennett, Ann Bond, Tinka Knoph, Sandy Knox-
Johnston, Karen and Malcolm MacNab, Penny Macintyre, Sam Manske, Barbara Malcolm, Elizabeth 
Murray, Anne Oliver, Jay Riggs and Daphne Walker.  Additionally Pat Searle spends many hours 
keeping our brass bright and shiny and Curtis Barnes is always available to give us advice and 
guidance. 

The containers for altar flowers were changed n order to prolong the life of the flowers.   The Sunday 
flowers can now be used in the chapel on Wednesday for the mid week service as well as by the 
Befrienders for community members who could use some cheering up. 

Our thanks go to Karen and Malcolm MacNab for hosting a winter gathering at their house last 
January.  It was a good time to form the schedule for Easter and the up-coming year.  We had second 
social gathering last June as we welcomed back all the returning summer members. 

Many thanks need to go to Gene McDowell for his patience and encouragement.   Last June we had a 
tutorial session where Gene explained how the things we do are used in the Eucharist with much more 
detail so we gained a better insight to the whole process.   

Last but not least, I want to thank the members who have given their time to make this year a success.  
  

Dottie Gennaro, Altar Guild Coordinator 
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1. Auction  
 

The 2009 St. Paul’s Auction was held August 5st under the Grand White Tent in St. Paul’s parking lot. 
Fusion of Flavor did a fabulous job preparing a delicious dinner for a large group of St. Paul’s 
parishioners and friends. Our own Sheila Daume added a touch of beauty to each table with her flower 
arrangements. Auctioneer Pat McGill kept the evening moving, and the night fun! We want to thank 
Gussie Beaugrand for all her magnificent efforts and work on the computer that kept us organized and 
the check in and check out running smoothly! And a very special thank you to Sandy Knox–Johnston 
for all her hard work on the beautiful balloons and wonderful prizes! 
 
Betsy Brown and Ken Beaugrand, Co-Chairs 
�

      2.  Christmas Market   
 

The fabulous 2009 Christmas Market was held on Christmas Stroll Weekend on Friday evening in 
conjunction with a Preview Party for the “No Room at the Inn” exhibit of crèches/nativity scenes, on 
Saturday from 10am to 3pm and on Sunday with a final wrap-up at coffee hour.  The word is out that 
St. Paul’s has a wonderful Christmas bazaar and we had a large crowd enjoying our food and buying at 
our sales tables.   
 
Departments featured again this year were the Gift Chalet, Jewelry, Greens, Crafts and the Bake Table.  
New this year was the Youth Group table and Icons by Lucy Bixby.  Under the direction of Evan 
Marley, Sandy and John Knox-Johnston spearheaded a wonderful gourmet lunch.  They were assisted 
by Jean and Paul Bennett, Rebecca Bent and Vince Mann.  The kitchen crew, along with Kiril 
Coonley, Ed Roberts, Pam Goddard, Siobhan O’Mahony, Vi Allen and Nancy Jane Woolley made 
delicious soups, vegetable wraps and desserts.  There were hot dogs for the kids and everything was so 
good that they sold out.   
 

Special thanks to: 
·  Dan Bills for his flair and expertise in staging, which once again turned Gardner Hall into a 

Christmas wonderland. 
·  Nancy Bills for her merchandising talent and hard work.  
·  Penny Macintyre for being our luncheon cashier and top money counter. 
·  Brooke Boothe for the generous donation of beautiful merchandise from her new shop on Union 

Street, Brooke Boothe Designs. 
·  Our department heads: Vi Allen, Nancy Bills & Barbara Stevens, Sheila Daume and Karen 

MacNab.  
·  Randy Wight and Peggy Gifford for delivering flyers to the inns and guest houses.   
·  All the people who helped by their donations of time, merchandise, baking, knitting and other 

crafts.  We needed every one of you and you came through for us!    
 

This year’s Christmas Market was the best ever.  Parishioners donated exceptionally high quality 
goods which made a wonderful display and sold quickly.  The event made twice the revenue as last 
year.  It was very satisfying to hold an event that pleased so many people.     
   

Nancy Jane Woolley, Christmas Market Chair 
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3.  Needlepoint Rug Raffle Report   
 

The weather played a soggy role in the success of the needlepoint rug raffle this year. We did not have 
as many selling days on Main Street as usual; coupled with the smaller tourist crowd, we did not sell as 
many chances as in years past. On the other hand, the response from our parish mailing was very 
positive. 
 

Thank you as always to Congdon & Coleman for allowing us to set up on Main Street, and also to 
Cindy Chilauskas for her wonderful design of butterflies and birds. Thank you to Dual Macintyre for 
reinventing the display frame and to Penny for help calling volunteers. 
 

Joan Craig, Judy Darby, Bill & Lucile Hays, Candy Heydt, Martha Johnson and Nancy Bills stitched 
the rug. Ann Bond, a summer resident for many years, could hardly believe that she was the winner! 
 

And thank you to all who gave up precious summer hours to sell chances: Deborah Beale, Dan Bills, 
Cindy Bornemann, Nancy Broll, Sandy Chaleski, Ann Colgrove & Larry Smith, Anne & Jack Curlett, 
Gennifer Costanzo, Caroline Ellis, Bea & Alex Filiminov, Cece Fowler, Candy Heydt, Betty Jacobsen, 
Martha Johnson, Marshall Keys, Ann Kilbourne, Penny Macintyre, Betty MacDonald, Barbara 
Malcolm, Sam Manske, Pat Newton, Katharine Nasser, Anne Smith, Barbara Stevens, Ann Strain, 
Mona Wheatley, Beth Whelden, Daphne & Bill Walker, Barbara White, Randy Wight, Mary Witt and 
Mary Wright. Many of you came every week all through the summer. Special thanks to you! 
 

We’ll be working on a new Nantucket rug for this next summer. And we’re still hoping to come up 
with designs for the kneelers in the Chapel to honor our “needlepoint mentors.” Any and all ideas 
would be welcome. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Nancy Bills and Sheila Daume, Co-Chairs 
 
 

4. St. Paul’s Fair  
 
For many at St. Paul's, the Fair is an event that is near and dear to our hearts.  It is a day that brings 
smiles to our faces and joy to our hearts when we see the culmination of all the efforts of so many, 
over a long period of time come to fruition.  It has grown and changed over the years, but it is always 
the spirit of the event that we remember.  It is when the Fair comes around again that Eric and I reflect 
on those who have passed because we can always recall them in certain places on that day. 
 Wonderfully, there are always new faces and friends to fill the need, and they will be added to our 
memories.  The Fair has grown to such an extent, especially in the children's area, that we require 
about 170 people to make the day happen.  It just could not happen without the commitment of the 
volunteers.  We are always touched by the number of community members who do not attend St. 
Paul's but also do not turn down our request (sometimes "plea") for help.  There are many rewarding 
reasons behind my desire to organize this event, but the ones that outshine all the others are the smiles 
on the kids' faces and the excitement that our young Fair-goers bring to the day.  Thanks for the 
opportunity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Eric and Pam Goddard, Co-chairs 
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5.  Harvest Fair 2009 
 
St. Paul’s participated once again in the annual Harvest Fair hosted by the Congregational Church and 
held at Bennett Hall.  Thanks to a generous outpouring of contributions we had a wonderful display.  
Our baked goods were fabulous.  
 

The Harvest Fair is a community event that brings islanders together at the end of a busy season.   
 

Many thanks to all those who donated merchandise to sell provided baked goods or gave assistance on 
the day of the fair!  We really appreciate your participation.   
 
Jean Bennett 
Nancy Jane Woolley 
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1. COMMUNITY SUPPERS 
 

 

Well the “Community Suppers” are still going strong. I guess the Nantucket community still enjoys the 
hugs, the home-cooked food and the friendship that the suppers provide. All segments of the 
community seem to be embracing our Tuesday night suppers, which is exactly what we were hoping 
would happen. 
 

On the first Tuesday of the month, we served approximately 136 guests plus all the volunteers a home-
cooked supper in Gardner Hall. We still get many familiar faces attending our suppers, but there is 
always a fresh face showing up for supper and we do our best to make them feel welcome. I am always 
amazed at all the volunteers who embrace this program and make it the huge success that it is. At least 
50 volunteers are needed for each supper, which include set up, prepping, cooking, serving, and 
cleaning up, and the Nantucket community has responded enthusiastically. I am so thankful for this 
Nantucket community who so freely gives their time and energy to help their Nantucket neighbors. 
 

We continue to do all the prepping and cooking at Gardner Hall and this has worked perfectly for this 
program. One side benefit from the renovation is that the fire department has not visited us once. The 
new smoke detectors are a lot friendlier to our chefs in the kitchen.  
 

There were several highlights this year. One was on June 2nd when we celebrated our eight-year 
anniversary with a special dinner in St. Paul’s beautiful garden: 235 guests and 45 volunteers made it 
another unforgettable evening. Once again we did not want to take a chance on the weather, so we 
tented the garden area and it turned out to be one of the most special suppers that we ever had. Tenting 
will always be part of our June celebration. After our summer hiatus, we started up again a little early 
this year, the last week in September. Even though we took three months off, we had a full house and 
the volunteers were ready to go. In December, we had another beautiful Christmas celebration. This is 
undoubtedly one of my favorite nights of the year. The spirit of the season that fills that room is 
infectious. The highlight of the evening was when the high school choir, the Accidentals and the 
Naturals, fill the room with their majestic voices and perform a beautiful arrangement of carols for us. 
They’re absolutely the best. 
 

First Suppers would not exist without an enormous amount of volunteers. A heartfelt thank you to all 
St. Paul’s parishioners who helped in any way to make our suppers such a success, and a big hug and 
huge thanks to all the Nantucket volunteers who show up to help supper after supper after supper. A 
deep and most sincere THANK YOU!  I am honored to be part of this program. 
 

In the coming year we plan to continue to provide a home-cooked supper for everyone who attends our 
Tuesday night celebrations on the first Tuesday of the month. As long as our guests and volunteers 
show up, we will continue with our initial objective: “Never let our guests leave hungry and definitely 
not without a hug”. 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
 

Brenda R. McDonough 
 

P.S. GO Celtics and Bruins! 
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2. Prayer Shawls  
 

The Prayer Shawl Group meets the first Monday of each month at the Parish House at 7pm.  We are 
still busy knitting prayers into shawls, having them blessed and giving them to people who are sick, 
sad, lonely or bereaved.  Most of the ten shawls that were given out in 2009 were distributed locally, 
but one was sent to London to the dear friend of a member of the group.  
 

We’re grateful to those who have given us yarn to use, or a check to purchase yarn.  This year our 
main benefactors were Pat Searle and Barbara Stevens.    
 

Year-round regulars in the group were Vi Allen, Jean Bennett, Nancy Beuscher, Nancy Bills, Victoria 
Harvey, Sara Johnsen, Penny Macintyre and Nancy Jane Woolley.  Joining us for the summer and well 
into the fall were Bea Filimonov, Erma LaPierre, Sandy Lovell and Barbara Stevens.   
 

Please join us at 7pm on the first Monday of the month.  If you don’t know how to knit, we’ll teach 
you how and provide the yarn and needles! 
       

Respectfully,              
Violet Allen, Chair 
 
3. Nantucket Interfaith Council  
 

The Nantucket Interfaith Council is a cooperative, non-profit organization of the Island's diverse faith 
communities. Council members, made up of clergy and lay members from each of the Island’s faith 
communities, meet monthly to discuss common opportunities and promote interfaith dialogue and 
action in the Nantucket community.  The Nantucket Emergency Food Pantry and the Nantucket Rental 
Assistance Program are two of the vital community outreach programs sponsored by the Interfaith 
Council.   
  

Chaplain Sara Jones, MDiv, serves on the Council as the lay member from St. Paul's and is the 
President of the Interfaith Council for the 2009-2010 year.    
  

For the second year in a row, St. Paul's hosted a very successful fundraiser to benefit the Interfaith 
Council's Rental Assistance Program over Christmas stroll 2009. ”No Room at the Inn" was a beautiful 
exhibit of crèches on loan from numerous Island residents and St. Paul's congregants in our candle-lit 
sanctuary.  This event will, hopefully continue as a yearly tradition and cooperative fundraiser between 
the Interfaith Council and St. Paul's.   
  

St. Paul's also provides a home for the Nantucket Emergency Food Pantry.  In this past year, both the 
Nantucket Rental Assistance Program and the Nantucket Emergency Food Pantry provided crucial 
assistance of food and shelter to four times the number of families served over the previous year. We 
are blessed to be part of such a generous community and, thanks to the benevolence of St. Paul’s, we 
are able to respond to our neighbors in need during these difficult economic times.  Thank you. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Sara Jones, MDiv  
President, Nantucket Interfaith Council 
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4.  Labyrinth   
 

We are now in our 9th year of offering open walks on Wednesday from 10:00 – 5:00 p.m., mostly in 
the summer in Gardner Hall.  The Labyrinth is currently on outreach loan.  Susan Kervin has been 
setting it up at the Nantucket Elementary School on Selected Thursdays.  The Nantucket Student’s for 
Guatemala are also enjoying the walk during meeting times at the New School.  The Labyrinth will 
return to Gardner Hall this summer.  Thank you for your continued support for this ancient spiritual 
tool of creativity and transformation. If you have any questions or comments, they would be 
welcomed.  Please call the church office to leave a message or call Beth Whelden at 508-228-9185. 
 

Respectfully, 
Beth Whelden 
 
 
 
5. Befrienders Ministry  
 

This has been a very busy year for our entire BEFRIENDER ministry. Each New Year we try better to 
identify the needs of our summer and winter parishioners. In 2009 we instituted a monthly meeting to 
better coordinate our efforts as to availability and particular interests of each befriender. This year we 
made more social calls to those members of St. Paul’s who were housebound or ill in the hospital. 
Meals were delivered to those in need, and the Sunday altar flowers were rearranged and taken to those 
who might benefit from a little extra cheer on Mondays. Our licensed Eucharistic Visitors continued to 
take the Eucharist on Sundays to those who could not attend church services. This past year we also 
provided transportation to church services, Evensong evenings, doctor’s appointments, the library and 
pharmacies. We look forward this coming year to working with Paul Borneman to expand the 
emphasis of this ministry.  
 
Our befrienders include the following:  

Curtis Barnes      Barbara Malcolm (summer)  
Betsy Brown      Bill Sherman (summer)  
Anne Curlett (summer)     Barbara Stevens (summer & fall) 
Sheila Daume (winter)     Cindy Squire (winter)  
Fernando Estaban      Jay Riggs  
Beverly Hall      Randy Wight  
 

If you or anyone you know need help in any way or would like to help in this important parish 
ministry, please contact: (508) 228-4324 or the St. Paul’s Church office (508) 228-0916.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Randy Wight, Coordinator  
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1. Alcoholics Anonymous  

 

Alcoholics Anonymous continues to use the choir room in Gardner Hall for regular scheduled noon 
meetings Monday through Friday. The meetings are one hour long and are well attended with 
anywhere from 10 to 25 people. AA is very grateful to St. Paul's for their continued support for our 
members who struggle with addiction.  
The church liaison person from AA is David Turner 508-317-6441 if you have any questions. 
  

Respectfully Submitted by, 
Richard Ross,  Secretary                                           Choices:  The choices we make create our lives...  
 
2. New Life Ministries International Report   
 

The New Life Ministries church family continues to be grateful to the St. Paul’s Parish for their 
continued graciousness and solidarity shown to us over the years. It is inconceivable how you have 
demonstrated to us the attributes of Christ-like love and kindness. As each local congregation continue 
to trust God to daily meet our budgetary needs, as we come to grips with the current economic crisis, 
God has demonstrated His faithfulness to us in unprecedented ways. I continue to thank Rev. Dr. 
Eugene McDowell and the Leadership for your continued support to us throughout the years. We look 
forward with trust and hope in God as we progressively move forward to achieving our goals for 2010. 
I also look forward to working together with the St. Paul’s Church family in the cause of propagating 
the gospel of the “Kingdom of God.” 
 

We continue by the help of God to pursue our building project and want to thank St. Paul’s for your 
continued patience with us. My prayer is that all your set goals and objectives for 2010 will be made 
realized with the help of Almighty God. 
 

Grace and Peace 
Rev. Donovan L. Kerr, Senior Pastor  
�����������	�
����
�
	���	����	�����  
 
3. Nantucket Emergency Food Pantry  
 

The Nantucket Emergency Food Pantry is extremely grateful for the space that St Paul’s Church 
provides to us for such a reasonable cost.  We are serving a growing need, and would not be able to 
provide the level of service we provide, without this space.  We have grown over the past year or so 
because of the Great Recession.  Last fiscal year, ending June 30, 2009, we saw a 150% increase in 
Food Pantry usage.  So far this year, we are seeing another 30% increase year to date, and we are just 
entering our busy season, January through March being our biggest quarter. The Food Pantry is open 
on Tuesday and Thursdays from 4-6 p.m., April-December, and open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
from 4-6 p.m., January-March. For additional information on the Nantucket Emergency Food Pantry 
please call (508) 228-7438. 
 
Respectfully submitted,        andyreis@comcast.net 
          (508) 228-7438 pantry 
Andrew Reis, Director NEFP       (508)221-8702 cell 
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After reworking and expanding our St Paul's Church website in 2007 it is becoming a vital means of 
communicating with those interested in what is happening in our parish community.  We hope that by 
now, Jan 2010, most of our St. Paul’s community has found the website helpful and that it is moving 
toward meeting its original goals:  
  

1. As an informative and easy-to-navigate source for who is who, and what is happening at St. 
Paul's. In addition to  the link to the full calendar for the year, an immediate activities schedule 
has been added on the home page for quick reference....please refer to it for what may be 
happening within the next few days.   

  
2. As a primary means of explaining different ways one might get involved with the activities and 

ministries available at St Paul's, and encouraging people to do so.  
  

3. To help minimize the financial costs of communicating with the members of our parish and 
those interested in St Paul's: 

  
*The newsletter and other parish communications will be e-mailed to everyone 
       with an e-mail address 
*The newsletter and frequent letters from our Rector are published on the website, 
       but will be mailed out to those who request that service. 

  
Our website will have a long and useful life as it becomes well integrated into our community. We will 
endeavor to make additions and corrections in a timely manner to keep the site dynamic and up-to-
date. If you have any corrections or suggestions for improvement as you become familiar with the site, 
please let me (or Deanna in the parish office) know.... it is your website too! 
  
Please also let the church office know your e-mail address, and those of other family members as well, 
especially those away at school or college.  
 
I would like especially to thank Deanna McCormack, our parish administrator, for managing all the 
current information on the website with such aplomb, and for conquering some of the other more 
complicated aspects as well.  
 
 Sandy Knox-Johnston, Webmaster 
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